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China's Al Agent Rules 2026: What Swiss SMEs Must
Know

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY & CORE TAKEAWAY

In July 2026, China introduced the world's first binding regulations dedicated specifically to Al agents:
a three-tier authorization model, mandatory filing and recall duties for high-risk sectors, and strict
rules for emotional Al. Swiss companies operating in China face immediate compliance obligations -
and a preview of rules likely to reach the EU and Switzerland in the near term.

CONTEXT & EXECUTIVE RELEVANCE

On July 15, 2026, two new regulatory instruments took effect in China that together represent the world's first binding rules
dedicated specifically to Al agents. For the first time, a major jurisdiction explicitly distinguishes autonomous agents - systems
capable of independent perception, memory, decision-making, interaction and execution - from ordinary generative chatbots. For
Swiss companies operating in or selling into China, this is binding law as of now. For everyone else, it is the clearest preview yet
of how regulators worldwide - including in Brussels and Bern - are likely to treat autonomous Al in the near term.

Much of the public discussion collapses into a single claim: that China's agent rulebook took effect on July 15, 2026. That is only
half true. The Implementation Opinions on the Standardized Application and Innovative Development of Intelligent Agents were
issued on May 8, 2026, by the Cyberspace Administration of China together with the National Development and Reform
Commission and the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology. This is a policy framework, not a fully enforceable rulebook
- many of its standards, filing mechanisms and recall procedures still need to be developed by regulators. What actually took
effect on July 15 was a separate, already-binding instrument: the Interim Measures for the Administration of Al Anthropomorphic
Interactive Services, which regulate emotional companion Al and deliberately spare work-oriented agents.
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® KI-OUTSOURCING.CH DECISION MATRIX & ROADMAP

CORE ACTIOM ITEM3

O1 Tier 1 - reserved for humans: high-stakes or irreversible actions such as contracts, payments or medical decisions
02 Tier 2 - authorization required: actions the agent proposes but only executes after explicit user approval

O3 Tier 3 - autonomous by default: low-risk, routine tasks the agent may carry out independently

SWISS COMPLIANCE & ARCHITECTURE GUIDELINES

H Full compliance with revised Swiss Data Protection Act (revDSG).
® Zero vendor lock-in on closed proprietary models.

B Seamless integration into Abacus, Bexio and M365 ecosystems.

Non-Binding Process Analysis
Let us review in 20 minutes where Al agents create immediate measurable efficiency in your _

workflows.

Digital Passion GmbH - CH-8001 Zirich - info@ki-outsourcing.ch Page 2 of 2



